












Date AFTT UH-1? Discrepancy
12/10/2005 9266.7 UH-1B LH Upper T-cap fwd of T/B Attach fitting
5/17/2006 13556.4 UH-1F LH Upper T/B longeron Assy and former
8/28/2006 Unknown UH-1H LH Upper Airframe longeron
8/19/2008 7062.6 UH-1H LH Upper T/B fitting
9/2/2008 unknown UH-1H LH Upper T/B longeron Assy
12/7/2009 10412.4 UH-1H LH Upper T/B longeron Assy and former
12/31/2009 Unknown UH-1B RH Lower Airframe longeron
7/22/2011 Unknown UH-1H LH Upper Airframe longeron
7/27/2011 Unknown UH-1B RH Fwdlower T/B Plug fitting
1/25/2012 Unknown UH-1F LH Upper T/B longeron Assy
5/24/2012 Unknown UH-1H Aft Airframe bulkhead Assy
9/4/2012 13567.5 UH-1F LH Upper T-cap fwd of T/B Attach fitting
10/19/2012 7340.8H UH-1H Aft Airframe bulkhead Assy
12/11/2012 Unknown UH-1H LH Lower Airframe longeron and Fitting
12/2/2013 Unknown UH-1H LH Lower Airframe longeron and Fitting
1/22/2013 Unknown UH-1H LH Upper T/B fitting and former
9/16/2013 6,061.3H UH-1B Tailboomseparated in flight
11/7/2013 Unknown 212 Aft Airframe bulkhead Assy
11/7/2013 22567.4 UH-1B LH Upper T-cap fwd of T/B Attach fitting
5/29/2014 15069.2 UH-1F RH Lower Airframe longeron
5/29/2014 15069.2 UH-1F LH Upper T/B fitting and former
9/28/2014 4854.6 UH-1H LH Upper Airframe longeron
9/28/2014 13182.3 UH-1H LH Upper Airframe longeron 
9/28/2014 13182.3 UH-1H LH Lower Airframe Fitting
12/1/2014 6304.4 UH-1H LH Lower Airframe longeron and Fitting
12/1/2014 6304.4 UH-1H LH Upper Airframe longeron
1/30/2105 7485.0 UH-1B LH Fwdupper T/B Plug fitting
2/25/2015 Unknown UH-1B LH Fwdupper T/B Plug fitting
5/15/2015 Unknown UH-1B LH Fwdupper T/B Plug fitting
2/29/2016 Unknown UH-1H RH Lower T/B longeron and Fitting
7/25/2016 Unknown UH-1H LH Fwdupper T/B Plug longeron
8/10/2016 5306.9H UH-1F LH Upper T-cap fwd of T/B Attach fitting
8/19/2016 Unknown UH-1H LH Upper Airframe Fitting
8/22/2016 Unknown UH-1H LH Upper T/B Fitting
8/24/2016 12519.4 UH-1B LH Aft upper T/B Plug fitting
9/8/2016 3527.7H UH-1B LH Upper T-cap fwd of T/B Attach fitting
1/12/2017 9080.7 UH-1H LH Upper Airframe longeron and Fitting
1/12/2017 13567.2 UH-1H RH Lower T/B longeron and Fitting
5/?/ 2017 Unknown UH-1L T/B broke off in transit on a trailer
6/8/2017 3402.1H UH-1H LH Upper T/B longeron and Fitting
6/8/2017 3402.1H UH-1H RH Lower T/B longeron and Fitting
10/16/2017 8883.7 UH-1H LH Upper Airframe longeron
10/16/2017 8883.7 UH-1H RH Lower T/B longeron and Fitting
7/22/2018 6596.2 UH-1F LH Upper T/B Fitting
2/5/2019 7313.3 UH-1H LH Lower Airframe Fitting
2/24/2019 UH-1H LH Lower Airframe Fitting













The Bart Switch is amazing! I was flying a UH-πмC ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊǘ {ǿƛǘŎƘŜŘ 
installed in it. I was doing external load work, when the master caution light 
flickered on. It was the Bart Switch, tail boom light. I released the load and 
gently landed the aircraft. Upon inspecting the helicopter, we discovered the 
crack in the upper left corner of the main fuselage. This crack was very hard 
to see, due to the baggage compartment in the F model. The Bart switch 
Saved me from what would have been, a devastating accident.

Since then, I know of two other pilots that have been alerted by the Bart 
Switch, and landed their aircraft safely. The one aircraft had broken upper 
left longeron in the tail boom. The second one had a broken bolt, that 
attached the upper left corner of the tail boom.

The Bart Switch is one of the Best Safety features that can be added to the 
UH-πмΣ Hueys.

The Bart Switch Saves Lives!

Thanks Dusty,
Josh Tripp Chief Pilot



aȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ /ƻŘȅ /ŀǊƭǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ŀ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ŦƻǊ {ŀƭƳƻƴ wƛǾŜǊ IŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊǎΦ {ŀƭƳƻƴ wƛǾŜǊ IŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊǎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ 
one of the tail boom motion detector kits for one of our UH1-F helicopters about 3 years ago. This has been 
an investment well spent.  

I was conducting an aerial fighting mission this last summer near The Dalles, Oregon.  It was a very windy day 
as it often is in this area.  I was about 30 minutes into my second 2-hour fuel cycle when I heard a bang as I 
was coming out of the dip site.  When you hear a noise like that you start thinking immediately what could 
have caused that noise.  At first I thought the bang could have come from my longline shackle or a cable on 
the bucket getting a twist in it, or even maybe the bumper ring on the hook hitting the side of the air frame.  
Due to the windy conditions, all these scenarios were possible and have happened in the past.  As these 
possibilities where running threw my head I noticed my master cautionTAILBOOMlight had illuminated.  I 
knew right then that I needed to land the aircraft.  

I released my water from my bucket and landed safely at a nearby boat ramp.  I landed without incident.  As I 
was sitting on the ground running my light was flickering.  The light flickering indicated to me that the 
tailboomwas loose and most likely not a wiring issue.  After shutting down the aircraft, I started to inspect 
what I could see for damage.  I was looking for broken or loose tailboombolts.   I found what looked like a 
crack in the upper LH tailboomfitting.  I knew right then I had made the right choice to land.  

The aircraft was trailered to Aircraft Structural Repair for further evaluation and repair.  Upon taking the 
fitting out and replacing it with a new fitting there was no evidence that it had been cracked prior to 
breaking.  This is one of those cases that a thorough preflight and/or routine maintenance would not have 
prevented the damage in flight.  

The bottom line is, I may have not decided to land had I not had the illuminated tailboomlight and even if I 
had I may not have known where to look for a problem and neither would have my mechanic. This system 
has turned out to be one of the most beneficial modifications that we have done to our UH1-F aircraft.  
Since this incident occurred we made it a priority to install this system in the remainder of our fleet.    




















